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SUBJ: LAW OF THE SEA: KOREAN PREPARATIONS AND POSITION 

REF: (A) STATE A- 1837 

(B) STATE A- 1807 

(C) STATE A- 1666 

(D) STATE A-1789 

(E) STATE A-1715 
(E) STATE A- 1952 
(G) STATE 036434 

SUMMARY: ROKG'S LOS POSITION WILL BE BASED ON COMBINATION OF 
ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL PARAMETERS. OEEICIALS THINK ROK CAN 
GENERALLY SUPPORT USG VIEWS, EXCEPT ON RESEARCH AND DEEP SEABED 
AUTHORITY. 

1. COPIES OF RELEVANT MATERIALS FORWARDED BY REEAIRS HAVE BEEN 
GIVEN TO KOREAN EOREIGN MINISTRY’S TWO KEY LOS OEFICERS, TREATY 
SECTION CHIEF ROE, CHANG HEE, AND ASIAN BUREAU COUNSELOR PARK SOO 
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GIL. IN SEPARATE, UNCOORDINATED DISCUSSIONS WITH EMBOEE BOTH 
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OFFICIALS STATED THAT ROKG WISHES TO COORDINATE ITS LOS POSITION 
WITH U.S., AND THAT THEY LOOK EORWARD TO MAY 27 MEETING WITH 
OXMAN AS OPPORTUNITY TO DO THIS. THEY INDICATED THAT WHERE KOREA 
HAS COMPELLING ECONOMIC OR SECURITY INTERESTS, ITS POSITION WILL 
BE BASED ON THOSE INTERESTS. WITH SOME POSSIBLE EXCEPTIONS IN 
EISHERIES, THEY FEEL THESE ROK INTERESTS COINCIDE WITH SOME OF 
THOSE OE U.S. WHERE KOREA DOES NOT HAVE DIRECT CURRENT OR NEAR 
TERM PROSPECTIVE INTERESTS, HOWEVER, ROK POSITION WILL BE WHAT- 
EVER MAXIMIZES ITS ABILITY TO OBTAIN SUPPORT IN UNGA AND OTHER 
INTERNATIONAL FORUMS FROM OTHER LDC'S ON POLITICAL ISSUES 
INVOLVING BOTH NORTH AND SOUTH KOREA. 

2. ROE SAID ROKDEL, WHICH KEPT EARS OPEN AND MOUTHS SHUT, 

DISCERNED THREE MAJOR NATIONAL GROUPINGS AMONG GROUP OF 77 AT 
NAIROBI. THESE WERE (I) MODERATES, (2) PROPONENTS OE EULL COASTAL 
STATE JURISDICTION OVER BROAD RESOURCE ZONE, AND (3) LANDLOCKED 
AERICAN STATES DEMANDING GUARANTEED ACCESS TO SEA AND SHARING OF 
COASTAL STATE CONTINENTAL SHELF RESOURCES. THEY WERE UNABLE TO 
AGREE ON A CONSOLIDATED LDC POSITION. ROKG IS NOW ANALYZING 
VARIOUS POSSIBLE POSITIONS IT MIGHT ADOPT IN ORDER TO DETERMINE 
WHICH STAND WILL PLEASE GREATEST NUMBER OF NON-ALIGNED LDC'S. 

3. WITH REGARD TO SPECIFICS, ROE AND PARK SAW NO MAJOR PROBLEM 
WITH 12-MILE TERRITORIAL SEA AND FREE TRANSIT OE INTERNATIONAL 
STRAITS, OR WITH A MODERATE GENERAL CONCEPT OE COASTAL STATE 
ECONOMIC RESOURCE ZONE, THEY DESIRE MORE INEORMATION ON LATEST 
U.S. VIEWS ON THIS TOPIC. THEY FEEL THAT A 200-MILE ZONE, 

HOWEVER, IS ALMOST CERTAIN TO BE EAVORED BY MAJORITY OE STATES AT 
LOS CONFERENCE. KOREA'S RAPID GROWTH IN SHIPBUILDING AND SHIPPING 
WILL INELUENCE ROK POSITION ON POLLUTION. OEFICIALS ARE LOOKING 
EOR EORMULA THAT WILL ALLOW THEM TO SUPPORT INTERNATIONAL STAND- 
ARDS ENFORCED BY ELAG/PORT STATES, BUT NOT SET ROK OEF EROM 
OTHER LDC'S DESIRING COASTAL STATE STANDARDS AND JURISDICTION. AS 
EOR DEEP-SEA SEABED RESOURCES EXPLOITATION AUTHORITY, KOREA WILL 
EOLLOW SUIT OF OTHER LDC'S. ROK DOES NOT HAVE THE SEABED OR 
OTHER TECHNOLOGY TO DEVELOP DEEP-SEA MINING; IT WILL USE THIS 
ISSUE AS MEANS TO IMPROVE ITS POLITICAL STANDING IN THIRD WORLD. 
LIKEWISE, ROK EXPECTS TO DIEEER WITH U.S. ON SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 
PROCEDURES AND TO SUPPORT EORMAL COASTAL STATE CONSENT REQUIRE- 
MENT. 
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4. TENTATIVE ROKDEL AT CARACAS IS TO BE ROKG AMBASSADORS FROM 
U.S., CANADA, PANAMA AND VENEZUELA PLUS ROE, PARK AND REPRESENTA- 
TIVE EROM OEFICE OE EISHERIES. CONSIDERATION IS BEING GIVEN ALSO 
TO ATTENDANCE BY AN ACADEMIC ADVISOR, WITH DR. PARK, CHUN HO, A 
KOREAN CITIZEN LOS SPECIALIST TEACHING AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY BEING 
SOUNDED OUT NOW EOR THIS POSITION. 

HABIB 
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